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Letter of Information and Consent to Participate in Research 
 
Title of the study: Host community residents and long-term event outcomes: The role of 
trust, knowledge, and power in the public/government relationship 
 
Researchers: 
 
Kerri Bodin, MA (Principal Investigator)  
Faculty of Health Sciences, School of Human Kinetics  
125 University Private (MNT 418A) 
University of Ottawa   
kbodi036@uottawa.ca, 613-293-5554  
  
and Dr. Marijke Taks (Supervisor)  
Faculty of Health Sciences, School of Human Kinetics  
125 University Private (MNT 341) 
University of Ottawa   
marijke.taks@uottawa.ca, 613-562-5800 (ext. 2453) 
 
Invitation to Participate: I am invited to participate in the abovementioned research study 
conducted by Kerri Bodin for her PhD dissertation. The project is supervised by Dr. 
Marijke Taks.    
 
Purpose of the Study: The purpose of this study is to investigate the long-term outcomes 
of publicly-funded, non-mega sport events, and to examine the role of trust, knowledge, 
and power in the public/government relationship in relation to these outcomes. 
 
Participation: My participation will consist of partaking in an audio- and video-recorded 
focus group interview lasting approximately 1-1.5 hours during which I will engage in 
discussion and answer questions regarding the 2019 Canada Winter Games. The focus 
group will be conducted virtually. 
 
Risks: My participation in this study will entail that I discuss the 2019 Canada Winter 
Games and my experiences of the event and its outcomes. I may feel uncomfortable 
answering some questions due to the focus group format. I have received assurance from 
the researcher that every effort will be made to minimize these risks by ensuring a positive 
and respectful focus group environment is fostered.   
 
Benefits: My participation in this study will help to inform sport event managers and local 
governments on the experiences of host community residents like myself in the context of 
sport events. Information from this study will hopefully improve sport event impacts and 
leveraging for taxpaying residents in the future. 
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If I participate in the focus group, I will be presented with the event and policy objectives 
which will result from policy and document analysis completed in a previous phase of the 
project. As such, the focus group may act as a learning opportunity. 
 
Confidentiality and anonymity: I have received assurance from the researcher that the 
information I will share will remain strictly confidential and will only be used for 
research publications, conference presentations, and the researcher’s dissertation. My 
confidentiality will be protected by the use of pseudonyms in all reports of the data. 
During the focus group, I have the option to use a pseudonym. In order to minimize the 
risk of security breaches and to help ensure confidentiality, it is recommended that I use 
standard safety measures such as signing out of my account, closing my browser and 
locking my screen or device when I am no longer using them/when I have completed the 
study. 
 
I understand that the researchers conducting this project cannot guarantee that other 
members of the focus group entirely preserve the confidentiality of the information I will 
share during the focus groups. 
 
The researchers ask that all participants in the discussion treat the discussion as 
confidential and not share any information about the project or participants with others. I 
am aware of the limits to confidentiality of focus groups, as I know the other participants 
of the focus group will hear my answers and contributions. 
 
Anonymity will be protected by the primary researcher keeping my identity confidential 
and removing all identifying information for reporting research findings.  
 
Conservation of data: The data collected (focus group interview recordings and 
transcripts; both electronic and hard copy) will be kept in a secure manner. Hard copy data 
will be kept in a locked cabinet in the principal investigator’s home. Electronic data will 
be stored on the principal investigator’s password protected computer for five years. After 
five years, the data will be destroyed.  
 
Compensation: To thank you for your contribution to the research project, you will be 
given the option to enter your name in a draw to win one of three gift certificates valued  
at $50 each. The winner will choose between an Amazon, President’s Choice, Starbucks, 
or Tim Hortons gift certificate. The draw is open to all research participants who enter their 
name in the draw, regardless of whether they decide to withdraw from further participating 
in the research project.    
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Upon completion of the study, names will be randomly selected amongst those who have 
entered and the people whose names are drawn will be informed by email.  To win the 
prize, the person must correctly answer a skill testing question.  If the person cannot be 
reached within 14 days from the date of the draw, the prize will be awarded to the second 
name that is randomly selected and so on until the prize has been awarded.  The odds of 
winning a prize will depend on the total number of participants across focus groups 
conducted for the study. The prize must be accepted as awarded or forfeited and cannot be 
redeemed for cash. 
 
Your name and email address that you provide when you enter the draw is collected for the 
purposes of contacting you if your name is selected in the draw.  Your name and the contact 
information you have provided will be kept confidential and then destroyed once the prizes 
have been awarded.  
 
The researchers reserve the right to cancel the draw or cancel the awarding of the prize if 
the integrity of the draw or the research is compromised.  The draw is governed by the 
applicable laws of Canada. 
 
Voluntary Participation: I am under no obligation to participate and if I choose to 
participate, I can withdraw from the study at any time and/or refuse to answer any 
questions, without suffering any negative consequences. If I choose to withdraw, all data 
gathered until the time of withdrawal will still be included in the study given the collective 
nature of focus groups. 
 
Acceptance: I, ________________, agree to participate in the above research study 
conducted by Kerri Bodin of the School of Human Kinetics, Faculty of Health Sciences, 
which research is under the supervision of Dr. Marijke Taks. 
 
If I have any questions about the study, I may contact the researcher or her supervisor.   
 
If I have any questions regarding the ethical conduct of this study, I may contact the 
Protocol Officer for Ethics in Research, University of Ottawa, Tabaret Hall, 550 
Cumberland Street, Room 154, Ottawa, ON K1N 6N5 
Tel.: (613) 562-5387  
Email: ethics@uottawa.ca 
 
This study is being conducted independently from the municipality and the associated sport 
events. 
 
I have been asked to save or print a copy of this document for my personal records. 
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Participant's signature:_________________________ Date: ____________ 
 
 
 
Researcher's signature: __________________________ Date: ____________ 
 


